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Read the following extract from The Tell-tale Heart and then answer the question that follows.

In the opening to the story, a powerful sense of the narrator’s voice and character are established.

True! nervous --very, very dreadfully nervous | had been and am; but why will you say that | am
mad? The disease had sharpened my senses --not destroyed --not dulled them. Above all was the
sense of hearing acute. | heard all things in the heaven and in the earth. | heard many things in hell.
How, then, am | mad? Hearken! and observe how healthily --how calmly | can tell you the whole
story.

It is impossible to say how first the idea entered my brain; but once conceived, it haunted me day
and night. Object there was none. Passion there was none. | loved the old man. He had never
wronged me. He had never given me insult. For his gold | had no desire. | think it was his eye! yes, it
was this! He had the eye of a vulture --a pale blue eye, with a film over it. Whenever it fell upon me,
my blood ran cold; and so by degrees --very gradually --1 made up my mind to take the life of the old
man, and thus rid myself of the eye forever.

Now this is the point. You fancy me mad. Madmen know nothing. But you should have seen me. You
should have seen how wisely | proceeded --with what caution --with what foresight --with what
dissimulation | went to work! | was never kinder to the old man than during the whole week before |
killed him.

> How does the writer establish the narrator as a frightening character in the extract?

Write three paragraphs answering the question, paying close attention to the language and
structure of the text.

[30 marks]

Section B:

1. Describe a time you, or someone you know, found themselves overcoming a challenge.
Your response could be real or imagined.
Your response will be marked for the accurate and appropriate use of vocabulary,
spelling, punctuation and grammar.



Read the following extract from The Tell-tale Heart and then answer the question that follows.

At this point in the story the narrator murders the old man.

But even yet | refrained and kept still. | scarcely breathed. | held the lantern
motionless. | tried how steadily | could maintain the ray upon the eye.
Meantime the hellish tattoo of the heart increased. It grew quicker and
quicker, and louder and louder every instant. The old man's terror must have
been extreme! It grew louder, | say, louder every moment! --do you mark me
well I have told you that | am nervous: so | am. And now at the dead hour of
the night, amid the dreadful silence of that old house, so strange a noise as this
excited me to uncontrollable terror. Yet, for some minutes longer | refrained
and stood still. But the beating grew louder, louder! | thought the heart must
burst. And now a new anxiety seized me --the sound would be heard by a
neighbour! The old man's hour had come! With a loud yell, | threw open the
lantern and leaped into the room. He shrieked once --once only. In an instant |
dragged him to the floor, and pulled the heavy bed over him. | then smiled
gaily, to find the deed so far done. But, for many minutes, the heart beat on
with a muffled sound. This, however, did not vex me; it would not be heard
through the wall. At length it ceased. The old man was dead. | removed the
bed and examined the corpse. Yes, he was stone, stone dead. | placed my hand
upon the heart and held it there many minutes. There was no pulsation. He
was stone dead. His eye would trouble me no more.

> How does the writer evoke a sense of suspense in the extract?

Write three paragraphs answering the question, paying close attention to the language and
structure of the text.

[30 marks]

Section B:

2. Write a short narrative about exploring a new or unknown place.
Your response could be real or imagined.
Your response will be marked for the accurate and appropriate use of vocabulary,
spelling, punctuation and grammar.



Read the following extract from The Tell-tale Heart and then answer the question that follows.

In this extract, the story is building to its dramatic conclusion.

The officers were satisfied. My manner had convinced them. | was singularly at ease. They sat, and
while | answered cheerily, they chatted of familiar things. But, ere long, | felt myself getting pale and
wished them gone. My head ached, and | fancied a ringing in my ears: but still they sat and still
chatted. The ringing became more distinct: --It continued and became more distinct: | talked more
freely to get rid of the feeling: but it continued and gained definiteness --until, at length, | found that
the noise was not within my ears. No doubt | now grew very pale; --but | talked more fluently, and
with a heightened voice. Yet the sound increased --and what could | do? It was a low, dull, quick
sound --much such a sound as a watch makes when enveloped in cotton. | gasped for breath --and
yet the officers heard it not. | talked more quickly --more vehemently; but the noise steadily
increased. | arose and argued about trifles, in a high key and with violent gesticulations; but the
noise steadily increased. Why would they not be gone? | paced the floor to and fro with heavy
strides, as if excited to fury by the observations of the men --but the noise steadily increased. Oh
God! what could | do? | foamed --I raved --I swore! | swung the chair upon which | had been sitting,
and grated it upon the boards, but the noise arose over all and continually increased. It grew louder -
-louder --louder! And still the men chatted pleasantly, and smiled. Was it possible they heard not?

> How does the writer build tension in the extract?

Write three paragraphs answering the question, paying close attention to the language and
structure of the text.

[30 marks]

Section B:

3. Describe a time you, or someone you know, were overwhelmed with feelings of joy
and excitement.
Your response could be real or imagined.
Your response will be marked for the accurate and appropriate use of vocabulary,
spelling, punctuation and grammar.



Read the following extract from The Signalman and then answer the question that follows.

At this point in the story, the narrator is descending the path in the cutting to speak to the
signalman.

| resumed my downward way, and, stepping out upon the level of the railroad and drawing nearer
to him, saw that he was a dark sallow man, with a dark beard and rather heavy eyebrows. His
post was in as solitary and dismal a place as ever | saw. On either side, a dripping-wet wall of
jagged stone, excluding all view but a strip of sky; the perspective one way, only a crooked
prolongation of this great dungeon; the shorter perspective in the other direction, terminating in a
gloomy red light, and the gloomier entrance to a black tunnel, in whose massive architecture
there was a barbarous, depressing, and forbidding air. So little sunlight ever found its way to this
spot, that it had an earthy deadly smell; and so much cold wind rushed through it, that it struck
chill to me, as if | had left the natural world.

Before he stirred, | was near enough to him to have touched him. Not even then removing his
eyes from mine, he stepped back one step, and lifted his hand.

This was a lonesome post to occupy (I said), and it had riveted my attention when | looked down
from up yonder. A visitor was a rarity, | should suppose; not an unwelcome rarity, | hoped? In
me, he merely saw a man who had been shut up within narrow limits all his life, and who, being
at last set free, had a newly-awakened interest in these great works. To such purpose | spoke to
him; but | am far from sure of the terms | used, for, besides that | am not happy in opening any
conversation, there was something in the man that daunted me.

He directed a most curious look towards the red light near the tunnel's mouth, and looked all
about it, as if something were missing from it, and then looked at me.

» How does Dickens create an atmosphere of foreboding in the extract?

Write three paragraphs answering the question, paying close attention to the language and
structure of the text.

[30 marks]

Section B:

4. Write a short narrative about facing an opponent.
Your response could be real or imagined.
Your response will be marked for the accurate and appropriate use of vocabulary,
spelling, punctuation and grammar.



Read the following extract from The Signalman and then answer the question that follows.

At this point in the story, the narrator has returned to visit the signalman and to learn more about
what troubles him.

'One moonlight night,’ said the man, 'l was sitting here, when | heard a voice cry "Halloa! Below
there!" | started up, looked from that door, and saw this Some one else standing by the red light
near the tunnel, waving as | just now showed you. The voice seemed hoarse with shouting, and it
cried, "Look out! Look out!" And then again "Halloa! Below there! Look out!" | caught up my lamp,
turned it on red, and ran towards the figure, calling, "What's wrong? What has happened?
Where?" It stood just outside the blackness of the tunnel. | advanced so close upon it that |
wondered at its keeping the sleeve across its eyes. | ran right up at it, and had my hand
stretched out to pull the sleeve away, when it was gone.'

'Into the tunnel,' said I.

'No. | ran on into the tunnel, five hundred yards. | stopped and held my lamp above my head, and
saw the figures of the measured distance, and saw the wet stains stealing down the walls and
trickling through the arch. | ran out again, faster than | had run in (for | had a mortal abhorrence
of the place upon me), and | looked all round the red light with my own red light, and | went up
the iron ladder to the gallery atop of it, and | came down again, and ran back here. | telegraphed
both ways, "An alarm has been given. |s anything wrong?" The answer came back, both ways:
"All well."

Resisting the slow touch of a frozen finger tracing out my spine, | showed him how that this figure
must be a deception of his sense of sight, and how that figures, originating in disease of the
delicate nerves that minister to the functions of the eye, were known to have often troubled
patients, some of whom had become conscious of the nature of their affliction, and had even
proved it by experiments upon themselves. 'As to an imaginary cry,' said |, 'do but listen for a
moment to the wind in this unnatural valley while we speak so low, and to the wild harp it makes
of the telegraph wires!'

That was all very well, he returned, after we had sat listening for a while, and he ought to know
something of the wind and the wires, he who so often passed long winter nights there, alone and
watching. But he would beg to remark that he had not finished.

| asked his pardon, and he slowly added these words, touching my arm: 'Within six hours after
the Appearance, the memorable accident on this Line happened, and within ten hours the dead
and wounded were brought along through the tunnel over the spot where the figure had stood.'

> How does Dickens develop a sense of fear in the extract?

Write three paragraphs answering the question, paying close attention to the language and
structure of the text.

[30 marks]
Section B:

5. Describe a time you, or someone you know, were challenged in an unexpected way.
Your response could be real or imagined.
Your response will be marked for the accurate and appropriate use of vocabulary,
spelling, punctuation and grammar.



Read the following extract from The Signalman and then answer the question that follows.

At this point in the story, the narrator is out for an evening walk when he sees a group of men by
the railway track below.

With an irresistible sense that something was wrong--with a flashing self-reproachful fear that
fatal mischief had come of my leaving the man there, and causing no one to be sent to overlook
or correct what he did--1 descended the notched path with all the speed | could make.

'What is the matter?' | asked the men.
'Signalman killed this morning, sir.'
'Not the man belonging to that box?'
'Yes, sir.'

'Not the man | know?'

'"You will recognise him, sir, if you knew him,' said the man who spoke for the others, solemnly
uncovering his own head and raising an end of the tarpaulin, 'for his face is quite composed.'

'O! how did this happen, how did this happen?' | asked, turning from one to another as the hut
closed in again.

'He was cut down by an engine, sir. No man in England knew his work better. But somehow he
was not clear of the outer rail. It was just at broad day. He had struck the light, and had the lamp
in his hand. As the engine came out of the tunnel, his back was towards her, and she cut him
down. That man drove her, and was showing how it happened. Show the gentleman, Tom.'

The man, who wore a rough dark dress, stepped back to his former place at the mouth of the
tunnel!

'Coming round the curve in the tunnel, sir,' he said, 'l saw him at the end, like as if | saw him
down a perspective-glass. There was no time to check speed, and | knew him to be very careful.
As he didn't seem to take heed of the whistle, | shut it off when we were running down upon him,
and called to him as loud as | could call.'

'What did you say?'
'| said, Below there! Look out! Look out! For God's sake clear the way!'
| started.

> How does Dickens bring the story to an unsettling conclusion in the extract?

Write three paragraphs answering the question, paying close attention to the language and
structure of the text.

[30 marks]
Section B:

6. Write a short narrative about finding a mysterious object.
Your response could be real or imagined.
Your response will be marked for the accurate and appropriate use of vocabulary,
spelling, punctuation and grammar.
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